
Structural Elements of Drama

RL. 05 I can identify the 

structural elements in a poem 

or drama and analyze those 

to determine meaning and 

themes. 



Big Ideas

Drama has specific structural 
elements. 

Structural elements for poetry 
and drama help determine the 
meaning of the text and the 
development of themes.



Essential Questions

What are the structural elements 

in a drama? 

How can these elements be used 

to determine meaning and 

themes?



Anticipatory Set

Think, Pair, Share. List as many 

elements of a drama as you can 

remember. 

Write them on your desks.

Share.





War of the Worlds:  History

"The War of the Worlds" is an 

episode of the American radio 

drama anthology series, The 

Mercury Theatre on the Air. 



War of the Worlds:  History

 It was performed as a Halloween episode 
of the series on Sunday, October 30, 1938, 
and aired over the Columbia Broadcasting 
System radio network. 

Directed and narrated by actor and future 
filmmaker Orson Welles, the episode was 
an adaptation of H. G. Wells' novel, The 
War of the Worlds (1898). 



War of the Worlds:  History

 It became famous for allegedly 

causing mass panic, although the 

reality of the panic is disputed as the 

program had relatively few listeners.



World War II: Timeline

1938 World War II Events  

September 15: Adolf Hitler meets with 
British Prime Minister Neville 
chamberlain and states his demand 
that Czechoslovakia yield the 
Sudetenland, a region of 
Czechoslovakia with a large German 
population, to Nazi Germany.



War of the Worlds:  History
 September 29-30, 1938: Leaders of Britain, 

France, Nazi Germany, and Italy meet at the 
Munich Convention. In a profound act of 
capitulation, the delegates deliver the 
Sudetenland into Adolf Hitler's hands. Neither 
Russia nor Czechoslovakia are invited to 
Munich. British Prime Minister Neville 
Chamberlain returns to England following his 
role in the disastrous Munich Agreement 
claiming to have achieved "peace in our time."



War of the Worlds:  History

October 1, 1938: Nazi German 

troops march into the Sudetenland. 

Without the support of their alleged 

allies, France and Britain, the 

Czechoslovakians are powerless 

against Adolf Hitler's army.



World War II: Timeline





War of the Worlds

Get a script from the back counter.

Follow along as we listen. Then we’ll read it.

Be thinking of these World War II events as 
you listen.



War of the Worlds

 Original Mercury Theater Radio Broadcast

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OzC3
Fg_rRJM

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OzC3Fg_rRJM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OzC3Fg_rRJM


Closure Day 1

On an exit slip of paper, in CQS, list the 

elements of a drama that are included in 

the War of the Worlds script .



Closure Day 2
On an exit slip of paper, answer the 

following question in CQS: 

 How does summarizing the play help your 

understanding of what’s going on in the 

play?


